	
	4 - Exemplary
	3 - Meets Expectations 
	2 - Developing
	1 - Beginning

	Introduction 
	The introduction is engaging. The author takes a clear stand on the issue in a succinct and thoughtful position statement. 
	The author takes a clear stand on the issue, but the introduction is not particularly inviting to the reader. 
	The introduction states the issue but the position statement may be weakly or unclearly stated. 
	There is no clear introduction of the issue or the author did not take a stand on the issue. 

	Body Paragraphs  
	Three insightful body paragraphs clearly support the author's position. Each paragraph has a clear main idea. Examples are sufficient, well chosen, and clearly explained. Specific details support the author's stand. The organization is logical and does not jump around. 
	Three competent body paragraphs have clear main ideas and appropriate details and examples supporting the writer's stance. The organization is logical, but may stray a little. 
	Three adequate body paragraphs remain on topic, but may lack clear explanation or support of author's stance. There are some details, but they are too general or may not really help support the author's stance. The organization is loose, and main ideas may be difficult to identify. 
	While three body paragraphs are present, one or more paragraphs do not have clear main ideas. The details chosen are not adequate to support or identify the author's position. Little organization is apparent. 

	Conclusion  
	The conclusion is strong and leaves the reader with a solid understanding of the author's position. Effective restatement of the position is part of the conclusion. 
	The conclusion is recognizable and ties up almost all the loose ends. The author's position is restated. 
	The conclusion is recognizable. The author's position is restated. 
	There is no clear conclusion, the paper just ends. The author's position is vague. 

	Transitions
	A variety of thoughtful transitions are used. They clearly show how ideas are connected. 
	Transitions clearly show how ideas are connected, but there is little variety. 
	Some transitions work well; but connections between other ideas are fuzzy. 
	The transitions between ideas are unclear or nonexistent. 

	Grammar & Spelling 
	Writer makes no errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. 
	Writer makes 1-2 errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. 
	Writer makes 3-4 errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. 
	Writer makes more than 4 errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. 

	Capitalization & Punctuation 
	Writer makes no errors in capitalization or punctuation, so the paper is exceptionally easy to read. 
	Writer makes 1 or 2 errors in capitalization or punctuation, but the paper is still easy to read. 
	Writer makes a few errors in capitalization and/or punctuation that catch the reader's attention and interrupt the flow. 
	Writer makes several errors in capitalization and/or punctuation that catch the reader's attention and greatly interrupt the flow. 


